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ACBIS Across the Pond

ACBIS Announcements

In an effort to expand ACBIS training 
to an international level, Board mem-
bers Tom Hall and Erika Mountz were 
invited to train 13 staff from Acquired 
Brain Injury-Ireland (ABI-I) this past 
April. ABI-I owns and operates brain 
injury community-based residential and 
day programs across Ireland.  ABI-I staff 
were very gracious hosts and extremely 
motivated students.   As a result of this 
successful venture, ACBIS has established 
an international subcommittee which, 
along with ABI-I staff, is working to de-
velop an Irish supplement to the Essential 
Brain Injury Guide, along with modified 
training materials and tests unique to that 
country.  Once completed, ACBIS looks 
forward to expanding this model to other 
interested countries.

ACBIS ...  Getting the Word Out!

With the completion of a new ACBIS 
brochure, a mailing was sent to over 
7,000 members of ACRM, ASHA, 
CARF and CMSA in June. There was an 
immediate response to the mailing with 
calls and inquiries. An increase in state 
applications, coupled with advertising the 
program, resulted in a significant increase 
in applicants for August and a monthly 
all-time-record high of over 300 applica-
tions in September. We are considering a 
second mailing to over 12,000 members 

of APTA, AOTA and ARN for the fu-
ture, with hopes of encouraging more and 
more direct care staff to pursue ACBIS 
credentialing and to become aware of the 
benefits that certification has to personal 
and professional growth.

As 2009 winds down, we will participate 
in many national conferences, includ-
ing ACRM in Denver, CO; NABIS in 
Austin, TX; and the BIAA State Affiliate 
Leadership Conference in San Antonio, 
TX. Projections for 2010 will expand our 
presence at other conferences including: 
IBIA 8th World Conference on Brain 
Injury, and ABIA Association for Behav-
ior Analysis International 36th Annual 
Conference.  

As you review the Journal of Head 
Trauma Rehabilitation, you will find a 
new ACBIS ad on the inside front and 
back covers of all six issues this year. This 
same ad will be considered for print in 
future issues of other publications such as 
ACRM Outlook Newsletter.

The marketing and promotional efforts 
in 2010 will continue to expand current 
efforts, and we are hopeful that these 
avenues will continue to provide staff and 
professionals the opportunity to learn 
important information related to the care 
and management of individuals following 
brain injury and earn a nationally recog-
nized credential.
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ACBIS Applications Trends

Figure 1.  CBIS & CBIST Combined Application 
Trends 2004 to 2009 (YTD)

Figure 4.  Total Current 
CBIS & CBIST Certificants

ACBIS is pleased to report that applica-
tion trends continue to be on the rise!  
For the 6th straight year, the number of 
applications for CBIS and CBIST are 
on a trend to increase over the previous 
year.    The current numbers are through 
September, so 2009 will also show an in-
crease over 2008  We currently have 3643 
CBIS certificants, and look to add to that 
number before year end.  We also had a 
nice increase in trainers this year, adding 
24 more CBISTs in 2009.    
Figure 1 presents application numbers 
from 2004 to 2009.   We had a record 

year once again, with 1658 applications 
through september, 2009.   Figure 2 
highlights the overall numbers of CBIS 
and CBIST certificants from 2004 to 
2009.  Year to date for 2009 shows that 
we have added 904 new Certified Brain 
Injury Specialists. Figure 3 presents the 
number of renewals for the years 2006 
to 2009.   In 2006, we started tracking 
renewal numbers, while at the same 
time, ACBIS made a concerted effort to 
track down and remind certificants when 
their renewals were coming up.  This has 
clearly resulted in higher response rates, 
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Figure 2.  CBIS & CBIST Certificants 
by Year 2004 to 2009 (YTD) 
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and thus better rates of renewals.  Figure 
4   shows the total number of CBIS and 
CBIST certificants to date, for those who 
have kept up their certifications.    
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In the ACBIS Spotlight

Tracy Angstadt, BA, CBIST
Clinical Specialist, 
ReMed Recovery Care Centers

She’s living proof that one person can 
make a tremendous difference.
In less than three years as a trainer, Tracy 
Angstadt has helped over forty people 
achieve certification through ACBIS.

“Becoming a CBIST has given me the 
opportunity to routinely and formally 

“CBIS certification and daily work within 
the field gives me a better appreciation 
for the lifelong challenges ahead,” says 
Angstadt. “But it also offers the hope that 
systems and forums will assist in prevent-
ing and treating brain injury.”

educate others on all aspects of brain in-
jury,” says Angstadt. “It also allows me the 
opportunity to further assist the clients 
and families through the injury, and it 
encourages all of us who work within the 
brain injury field to take a step back and 
put ourselves in their shoes.”
As a clinical specialist for ReMed, Ang-
stadt oversees the clinical and medical 
programming of twenty clients who 
participate in ReMed’s residential sup-
port and community-based rehabilitation 
apartments in Pennsylvania.

She’s also responsible for supervising and 
training ReMed coworkers-no small task 
considering ReMed’s commitment to 
brain injury education.
According to Angstadt, having a well-
informed staff keeps ReMed’s medical 
and clinical programming sharp, but the 
education helps matters far beyond the 
walls of the workplace.

By Michael Mason

Jessica Kerney, our ACBIS Coordinator, 
has been with the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of America since May of 2009. 

She has 9 years of experience working 
with individuals with TBI and ABI, 
specializing in sub and post-acute reha-
bilitation.   Most recently, Jessica worked 
as the Program Manager at The Crumley 
House, a non-profit brain injury rehabili-
tation center in Limestone, TN. She’s also 
worked with the Brain Injury Association 
of TN to increase awareness amongst the 
community and engage residents inside 
and outside of the TBI Community in 
legislative issues across the state.  

Jessica is thrilled to have the opportunity 
to advocate for TBI survivors on the na-
tional level. She’s also excited to educate 
and recognize excellence and knowledge 

New ACBIS Coordinator

in TBI Professionals through the ACBIS 
Program as ACBIS is integral in the edu-
cation of the TBI community.

Tracy Angstadt
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The Academy of Certified Brain Injury 
Specialists provides a certification pro-
gram that intends for individuals to be-
come familiar with a broad range of issues 
relevant to the care of people with acquired 
brain injuries. The training material and 
testing requirement was developed for 
unlicensed, non-professional staff to help 
raise their skill level and contribution as 
an integral part of interdisciplinary reha-
bilitation teams. This training material 
has also proved helpful to professionals 
who do not have a background in brain 
injury rehabilitation or   rehabilitation 
professionals who wish to broaden their 
education in their efforts to adequately 
serve this population. This certification 
also assists consumers in their efforts to 
identify facilities and professionals com-
mitted to maintaining a basic level of skill 
and knowledge as regards the needs of 
those recovering from a brain injury. How-
ever, it does not confer or imply the acqui-
sition of advanced training or expertise in 
brain injury rehabilitation. As such, this 
certification does not inherently expand a 
professional’s scope of practice but might 
be part of their continuing education or 
post-academic development. Profession-
als from disciplines that might serve brain 
injury survivors must follow the practice 
guidelines as set forth by their oversight 
licensing and academic organizations.

Certification as a Brain Injury Specialist 
or Brain Injury Specialist Trainer is a des-
ignation that indicates the following:

1. The individual has met the minimum 
application standards for certifica-
tion.

 2. The individual passed the certification 
examination.

 3. The individual is in good-standing as 

regards renewal costs and continuing 
education requirements.

 4. The certificant is familiar with a broad 
range of issues important in the care 
of brain injury survivors which may 
inform their work with these con-
sumers.

 5. And, in the case of a Trainer, is quali-
fied to provide training to others 
seeking this certification.

Certification as a Brain Injury Specialist 
or Brain Injury Specialist Trainer neither 
implies nor warrants:

1. That the certificant is an expert in brain 
injury rehabilitation.

2. That the certificant is qualified to offer 
professional services without the ap-
propriate license or provide unsuper-
vised treatment.

Misuse of the certification as noted above 
would be in violation of the ACBIS Eth-
ics Policy and could result in revocation 
of the certification.

Legal Notices

Tax Exempt Status: The National Cer-
tification Board (“ACBIS”) is a nonprofit 
corporation incorporated in the District 
of Columbia. ACBIS is also tax exempt 

under Section 501(c)(6) of the Internal 

Revenue Code.   ACBIS undertakes its 
activities in accordance with its nonprofit 
and tax exempt status and all applicable 
laws.

Copyright:  All materials on this website 
are owned or licensed by ACBIS and are 
protected under the copyright laws of the 
United States and under applicable inter-
national treaties and conventions.  Copy-
right 2002 ACBIS.   All rights reserved. 
Any reproduction, retransmission, or re-
publication of all or part of any materials 
on this site is expressly prohibited, except 
that ACBIS permits the reproduction and 
use of the information and materials on 
this site for the sole purpose of obtaining 
information about, and applications for, 
ACBIS certification programs.   ACBIS 
also may expressly grant its consent to 
reproduce, retransmit, or republish such 
materials upon prior written request. 

Trademarks:  The names, trademarks, 
service marks, and logos of ACBIS ap-
pearing on this site are owned by ACBIS 
and may not be used in any advertising, 
publicity, or otherwise to indicate ACBIS 
certification or affiliation, without 
ACBIS’s prior express written permission 
or unless use by Certificants is authorized 
by ACBIS.  Current Certificants are only 
authorized to use the marks in the man-
ner and for the purposes set forth in this 
website, or in other materials, policies, 
and procedures adopted and promulgated 
by ACBIS.  Use such marks in a manner 
not consistent with such policies may 
result in discipline including reprimand, 
suspension, or revocation and the loss of 
the use of such marks.  Use of such marks 
without authorization also may result in 
an action for trademark infringement.

Certifications: ACBIS does not guar-
antee, warrant, or endorse the products 

Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialist - Certification Disclaimer

ACBIS is a standing committee of the Brain Injury Association of America
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or services of any firm, organization, or 
person.  Certification by ACBIS indicates 
that a person has met the specific require-
ments of the certification process, but is 
not a guarantee of competency, accuracy, or 
any particular treatment result.  Informa-
tion about Certificants is provided by the 
Certificants themselves and ACBIS is not 
responsible for any incorrect or out-dated 
information about Certificants, including 
their office addresses or any other contact 
information.   ACBIS does not assume 
any duty to the public for the services 
of Certificants, or for any information 
about Certificants or any other person or 
entity participating in or receiving profes-
sional services from Certificants.  ACBIS 
SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY 
LOSS, DAMAGE, INJURY, CLAIM, 
OR OTHERWISE, WHETHER 
AN ACTION IN CONTRACT OR 
TORT AND SHALL FURTHER 
NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOST 
PROFITS, OR DIRECT, INDIRECT, 
SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, OR CONSE-
QUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY 
KIND (INCLUDING WITHOUT 
LIMITATION ATTORNEYS’ FEES 
AND EXPENSES)

Website Notices

Website Disclaimer:  ACBIS makes no 
representations or warranties about the 
accuracy or suitability of any informa-
tion or materials on this website; all 
such content is provided on an “as is” 

basis.   ACBIS HEREBY DISCLAIMS 
ALL WARRANTIES REGARDING 
THE CONTENTS OF THIS SITE, 
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMI-
TATION ALL WARRANTIES OF 
TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, 
MERCHANTABILITY, AND FIT-
NESS FOR A PARTICULAR PUR-
POSE. 

Public comments:  The public comment 
section of this website is offered as an op-
portunity for Certificants and interested 
parties to provide comments about related 
issues.  Any reproduction, retransmission, 
or republication of all or part of any post-
ing on this site is expressly prohibited, 
unless ACBIS or the copyright owner 
of the material has expressly granted its 
prior written consent to so reproduce, 
retransmit, or republish the material.  No 
information, software, or other material 
protected by copyright should be posted 
or uploaded onto this site without the 
permission of the copyright owner.   By 
uploading information, software, or 
other material onto this site, the upload-
ing party warrants and represents that it 
owns the copyright in such information, 
software, or other material, or has received 
permission from the person or entity who 
owns the copyright in such information, 
software, or other material.  By uploading 
information, software, or other material, 
the uploading party grants ACBIS and 
users of the ACBIS site the non-exclusive, 
royalty-free, worldwide, and perpetual 
right and license to display, copy, publish, 
distribute, transmit, print, and use such 
information, software, or other material.  
Subject to the grant of this license, the 
uploading party retains any other rights 
that the party may have in such informa-
tion, software, or other material.  ACBIS 
reserves the right, but has no obligation, 
to review and remove any statements, in-
formation, or materials that are posted by 

third parties onto this site or statements, 
information, or materials that ACBIS in 
its discretion considers to be inappropri-
ate, defamatory, harmful, or otherwise 
objectionable that are posted on this site.  
Notwithstanding the reservation of this 
right, ACBIS is not responsible for state-
ments, information, or material posted by 
any third party and specifically disclaims 
any and all liability for any claims or dam-
ages which result from any postings by 
third parties.   ACBIS reserves the right 
to terminate access to any user who does 
not abide by these standards, policies, and 
procedures.

Links:  Although ACBIS may include 
links providing direct access to other In-
ternet sites, ACBIS has not participated 
in the development of those other sites, 
and does not exert any editorial or other 
control over those other sites.   ACBIS, 
therefore, takes no responsibility for the 
content or information contained on, or 
reliability, security, or privacy policies of, 
those other sites.

Security:    The website uses 128 bit 
encryption/SSL technology when you 
log on to the site in an effort to provide 
a secure environment that is protected 
from third party access, alteration, theft, 
or misuse of the personal information 
gathered or confirmed.

Privacy Policy

This Privacy Policy sets out ACBIS’s poli-
cies regarding treatment of information 
that may be considered to be private and 
demonstrates our commitment to your 
data privacy; it governs both our offline 
and online data collections practices.  We 
may change the content or services found 
on the website at any time without notice, 
and consequently our Privacy Policy may 
 
Disclaimer, Continued on Page �
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change at any time in the future. You agree 
to revisit this page regularly and your con-
tinued access to or use of the website will 
mean that you agree to the changes. 

Public Areas: When using the public por-
tion of the website, you can do so anony-
mously.  You are not required to provide 
us with any personal information and we 
do not monitor or collect any personally 
identifiable information from you on your 
use of the public portions of the website. 
We may track the number of users who 
visit areas of the website for internal use 
such as improving accessibility to website 
facilities and marketing, but this tracking 
will not identify you. We may also record 
the location of your computer on the 
Internet for systems administration and 
troubleshooting purposes and for report-
ing aggregate information. 

Use Of Personal Information: We use 
the personal and professional information 
that applicants and Certificants provide 
when completing application and recerti-
fication forms, completing questionnaires 
and surveys, and completing or updating 
your profiles, in order to:

1. 	 meet our mission to communicate 
information tour stakeholders,

2. 	 provide notice of important events, 
activities, and proposals,

3. 	 provide opportunities for networking 
and professional events,

4. 	 provide a directory accessible to oth-
ers (Certificants have the ability to 
choose to list certain information),

5. 	 compile and provide mailing, approv-
al, and attendance lists for examina-
tions and meetings, and

6. 	 provide a list of members of com	
mittees and the Board of Directors.

ACBIS permits use of the list of Certifi-
cants for purposes related and beneficial 
to the profession, such as licensing the list 
to nonprofit associations in related fields, 
providers of education, and providers of 
related products and services.  Certificants 
may “opt-out” of having their informa-
tion used for such purposes by notifying 

ACBIS.  Otherwise, ACBIS does not sell, 
lease or provide to any person or orga-
nization personal information except as 
specified above. ACBIS does not disclose 
credit card account information, except to 
submit the necessary information to the 
appropriate clearinghouse. 

Your Queries: If you have any questions 
regarding privacy issues, would like to 
change information that you have pro-
vided, or suspect that ACBIS has handled 
your data in a manner that does not com-
ply with this Privacy Policy, please contact 
ACBIS at info@ACBIS.org.

© 2009, Brain Injury Association of 
America

Disclaimer, Continued from Page �

ACBIS is a standing committee of the Brain Injury Association of America

ACBIS Announces Plans for a Provisional Certification for Students in Allied Health

In response to the growing demand for 
Certified Brain Injury Specialists (CBIS), 
the Academy for the Certification of 
Brain Injury Specialists (ACBIS) is   of-
fering students in allied health care and 
psychology a Provisional Certification. 
The program offers students a provisional 
certification as brain injury specialists 
(PCBIS) where they will be eligible for 
full certification after they reach the re-
quired supervised work hours (500 hrs). 
The PCBIS offers students interested in 

neurorehabilitation an advantage over 
other potential employees and a way to 
speed certification. 
 
Students wishing to apply will be charged 
a reduced fee of $150 which includes the 
training book, The Essential Brain Injury 
Guide. The Provisional Certification is 
good for 3 years after it has been awarded 
to allow students to graduate and find a 
position in neurorehabilitation. After the 
PCBIS has completed 500 hours of su-

pervised work they can activate their full 
certification (CBIS) for a nominal fee.  

QuickTime™ and a
Photo - JPEG decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



ACBIS Announcements, Volume IV, Issue I Page �

Chairperson
Jim Misko, PsyD
	 Core Healthcare:  Dripping Springs, TX

Chairperson Elect
Erika Mountz, MBA, OTR/L, CBIST
	 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia:  Newark, DE

Vice-Chairperson for Information Management
Heidi Reyst, PhD, CBIST
	 Rainbow Rehabilitation Centers, Inc.:  Ypsilanti, MI

Vice-Chairperson for Finances
Michael P. Mozzoni, PhD, BCBA
	 Learning Services Corporation:  Lakewood, CO

Immediate Past Chair
Linda Mackay, MA, CCC-SLP, BRS-S
	 Saint Francis Hospital & Medical Center:  Hartford, CT

Members

Cynthia Boyer, PhD
	 Bancroft Neurohealth, Cherry Hill, NJ

Julie Buxton, MS, OTR/L, CBIST; 
	 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia:  Newark, DE

Ellen Deibert, MD, CBIST; 
	 Berkshire Medical Center: Pittsfield, MA

Brandt A. (Bud) Elkind, MS, CBIST
	 Rabin Hill Farm, Inc., Hillsborough, NH

Caroline Feller, MS, OTR, CCM, CBIST
	 Mentor ABI, Madison, WI

New Board Members

Cynthia Boyer, Ph.D. serves as Senior 
Clinical Director for Brain Injury Pro-
grams at Bancroft NeuroHealth.  She has 
worked in the field of neuropsychology 
and brain injury rehabilitation for more 
than 20 years. She has adjunct faculty 
appointments at Rowan University (De-
partment of Special Education), Wid-
ener University (Department of Clinical 
Psychology), and Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (Department of 
Clinical Psychology).  Dr. Boyer has an-

Cynthia Boyer

Continued on Page �
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Marianne Fenoglietto, CCM, CBIST; 
	 UPMC IRR at UPMC Southside:  Pittsburgh, PA

Mary Ferraro, PhD, OTRL; 
	 Moss Rehab:  Philadelphia, PA

Sharon Grandinette, MS
	 ABI Educational Consultant/Trainer - Children and 

Adolescents:  Redondo Beach, CA

Thomas Hall, MA, CBIST
	 Wingate Healthcare:  Needham, MA

Ken Handwerger, MA
	 Special Tree Rehabilitation System:  Romulus, MI

Angie Jackson, MS, CCC-SLP, CBIST
	 Pate Rehab, Dallas, TX

Michael Mason, CBIS
	 Neurologic Rehabilitation Institute at Brookhaven 

Hospital, Tulsa, NJ

Lucille Raia, RN, MS, ARNP, GNP, NEA-BC, CBIST;  
James Haley VA Medical Center:  Tampa, FL

Eric Spier, MD
	 Mentis Neuro, El Paso, TX

Elizabeth Spriegel, MS
	 ReMed Recovery Centers:  Massillon, OH

ACBIS board members are accomplished professionals in brain 
injury rehabilitation.  They have varied educational back-
grounds and professional expertise.

cillary privileges in the Dept. of Neurol-
ogy at Cooper University Hospital and is 
a medical rehabilitation surveyor for the 
Commission on Accreditation of Reha-
bilitation Facilities (CARF). She has a 
doctorate in clinical psychology from the 
University of Delaware with a specializa-
tion in neuropsychology and is licensed 
as a clinical psychologist in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey.

Board of Governors
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Bud Elkind holds an MS in Human Ser-
vice Management, has a certificate in Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis, and has worked 
in clinical and administrative brain injury 
settings since 1985. His work experience 
includes A-typical Sub-acute, Dual-di-
agnosis-Neuro-behavior and Residential 
Treatment and Rehabilitation. Bud is cur-
rently the Director of Clinical Operations 
at Robin Hill Farm, Inc. a brain injury 
specific Residential Treatment and Re-
habilitation company with six programs 
operating in three New Hampshire com-

Angie Jackson

Eric T. Spier, M.D. is currently practicing 
as a Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
physician.  He serves as a medical director 
of Acquired Brain Injury at Highlands 
Regional Rehabilitation Hospital, and 
with the Mentis post-acute Traumatic 
Brain Injury program. He is also an 
adjunct professor at the University of 
Texas at El Paso, and at The Paul Foster 
School of Medicine in El Paso. Dr. Spier 
attended medical school at the University 
of Texas in Houston Texas. His medical 
residency training occurred between   the 
Yale School of Medicine in New Haven 
Connecticut and the Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston Texas.  Dr. Spier is 
currently working to coordinate a spec-
trum of resources that will serve Acquired 
Brain Injury patients in the El Paso com-
munity.

New Board Members - Continued from Page 7

Caroline Feller

Caroline Feller, M.S., OTR, CCM, 
CBIST has demonstrated a passionate 
commitment toward individuals di-
rectly affected by brain injury and their 
families for nearly 25 years. This passion 
was awakened early in her career as an 
occupational therapist while she was 
working with a client who had sustained 
a traumatic brain injury. Subsequently, 
her vocational pursuits have been consis-
tently focused in the area of brain injury. 
Her work history includes positions as 
a cognitive specialist, clinical supervisor, 
case manager, program director of post 
acute services, and director of brain injury 
services. In addition, Ms. Feller has exten-
sive background in program development, 
quality assurance, and grant deliverables 
with CDC and the Federal TBI Grant 
Program. She served as the first executive 
director of the Brain Injury Association 
of Wisconsin, past board member of the 
Brain Injury Association of America, and 
as the Director of Affiliate Services for 
the Brain Injury Association of America. 
Ms. Feller’s advocacy has focused on the 
local, state and federal levels to promote 
quality, accessible services for individuals 
with brain injury and their family mem-
bers.  Ms. Feller is currently the Director 
of Brain Injury Services for MENTOR 
ABI Wisconsin.

Bud Elkind

Angie Jackson, MS-CCC/SLP, MBA, 
CBIST holds master’s degrees in Speech-
Language Pathology and Business from 
Missouri State University.   She has 

Eric Spier

Michael Mason
Michael Mason is a brain injury projects 
manager at the Neurologic Rehabilitation 
Institute at Brookhaven Hospital and 
serves as the president of the Brain Injury 
Association of Oklahoma. He also writes 
and reports about brain injury issues.

munities.In addition, Bud is in his second 
term as President of the NH Brain Injury 
Association, he chairs the Wings of Hope 
Foundation and is in his fourth year as 
chair of the NH Brain and Spinal Cord 
Injury Advisory Council.

practiced in multiple settings and has 
been at Pate Rehabilitation in Dallas, 
TX for the last six years focusing on her 
area of greatest interest, brain injury.  She 
initially came to Pate Rehabilitation as 
a Program Manager for the Residential 
Program which included managing, train-
ing and providing on-going education 
for the residential staff.  She now works 
in the Marketing Department doing as-
sessments and insurance negotiation for 
pending patients to admit to Pate.  As a 
CBIST, she has also been instrumental in 
the training and certification of 60+ staff 
as CBIS, and that number continues to 
rise.  Outside of work, Ms. Jackson enjoys 
traveling the world to soak up as many 
cultures as possible.


